September 30, 2026

Dear Friends:
Thank you very much for the invitation to the Gold Star Memorial By-Way Marker Dedication and Rededication of the Blue Star Memorial By-Way Marker on September 30.  Unfortunately, I have a previously scheduled commitment.  Allow me, however, to share a few thoughts.
First, thank you to the Olympia Garden Club and to all the organizations sponsoring the event.  I have always believed that we should stop and reflect on the sacrifices our servicemembers as often as possible (and then some) …which reminds me of something.
When I had the privilege to serve in the US Congress, I would often get calls from friends planning a visit to DC.  They would often ask what in particular they should make a point of seeing if they had limited time.  The US Capitol? The Supreme Court? The Jefferson Building? The Library of Congress? Which of the Smithsonian Museums? Mount Vernon? Monticello? Montpelier? The Monuments?
No, I would say.  If they only had time to see one thing in our nation’s capital, I recommended Arlington National Cemetery, the final resting place of 400,000-plus who wore the nation’s uniform, tens of thousands of who gave their last full measure of the devotion to us all in war.  Arlington Cemetery is sacred ground and as many times as I have visited it, it never ceases to fill me with awe and reverence and inspiration and humility.
Your ceremony and today’s event, is the essence of our respect for those who sacrificed and all who put on the uniform and stood ready to put themselves in harm’s way.  The Markers in Squaxin Park will last and stand as permanent prompts for all who enjoy the park to pause and reflect on the sacrifices of our fellow citizens, sacrifices that have enabled this Great Experiment of Democracy to continue. As, the Markers are permanent, so, too, is our gratitude to all of you for making this possible.
Gratefully,
Denny Heck, Lieutenant Governor
State of Washington


