HONOR – HOPE – HEALING

Olympia Garden Club’s Gold Star Memorial By-Way Dedication
and
Blue Star Memorial By-Way Re-Dedication
Squaxin Park, Olympia, WA

On September 30, 2026, the Olympia Garden Club dedicated the new Gold Star Memorial By-Way Marker and rededicated the Blue Star Memorial Marker at Squaxin Park. It was a beautiful morning filled with sunshine, strong attendance, and kind words honoring seven Gold Star Families and all who have served or are currently serving in our Armed Forces.

The ceremony opened in the Rose Garden Pavilion with Olympia Garden Club (OGC) President Tara Keen serving as Master of Ceremonies. Debbie Spiller, Black Hills District Director, delivered the Invocation, and the Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) Post #318, Olympia, Presenting the Colors. OGC member Mary McClain led the Pledge of Allegiance, and Judy Swortz, Washington State Federation of Garden Clubs (WSFGC) Blue Star Memorial Program Chairman, spoke on the history and importance of the Gold Star Marker.

As a "mobile" ceremony moving between marker locations in the park, the event proceeded as follows:

The Blue Star Memorial By-Way Marker Rededication included Debbie Spiller sharing the history of the marker's original 2006 placement in the park's "Bog Garden". Lt. Col. Jeff Johnson (Air National Guard, Ret.) and OGC member, read the Rededication of the Blue Star marker, and Staff Sergeant, Paul Swortz (US Air Force, Ret.) laid the Laurel Wreath.

The ceremony then proceeded to the location of the new Gold Star Memorial By-Way Marker.  WSFGC President, Dorrie Carr, paid Tribute to the Gold Star Marker. City of Olympia Councilman, Paul Berendt, formally accepted the marker on behalf of the city, emphasizing both markers' roles as enduring places of honor. Chris Hill, OGC member, read the Dedication of the Gold Star Memorial marker and presented the names of the seven Gold Star Families loved ones who we asked to remember. The marker's unveiling by represented by Mary McClain for the Gold Star Families and the laying of the Laurel Wreath. VFW Post #318 concluded this portion with Taps and a Benediction by VFW #318, Chaplain Joe Soel.

Before returning to the Rose Garden Pavilion, Lt. Col. Ret., Jeff Johnson shared a special message of gratitude from Washington State Lt. Governor Denny Heck, who noted: "The Markers in Squaxin Park will stand as permanent prompts for all who enjoy the park to pause and reflect on the sacrifices of our fellow citizens. As the Markers are permanent, so, too, is our gratitude to all of you for making this possible." 
 
The ceremony concluded with the Retiring of the Colors by VFW Post #318, the distribution of remembrance gifts, and refreshments at the Rose Garden Pavilion. Mr. Bob Hill (Chris' husband), shared that the message from the Lt. Governor was a result of Chris' invitation to him earlier this year to participate in the program. Lt. Governor is a Gold Star family member.  However, due to the wildfires in Spokane, his focus immediately turned to working for federal funding for the areas impacted by the wildfires but he was gracious enough to write his message for participation in our dedication.

The OGC Gold Star Committee extends its sincere appreciation to all those who made September 30th a memorable day in the park. 

The OGC extends its gratitude to the seven Gold Star Families who attended the dedication. Your participation represents the heartfelt meaning behind these memorials, which the National Garden Club and State Garden Clubs work diligently to establish (since 1945) and share across the United States through the Blue Star and Gold Star Programs.

We’d also extend our sincere thank you to the WSFGC Endowment, VFW Post #318, Squaxin Park Landscaping Staff, Lasting Touch Memorials, LLC., Starbucks Coffee Company (they donated the coffee), Kelso Garden Club and all the OGC volunteers and friends who were so kind to support the morning program.

And finally, thank you to the OGC Gold Star Committee.  We can take pride in our combined effect to establish a symbol of honor in our community for “all to see, lest we forget, and those who help to keep us free.”

Chris Hill
Olympia Garden Club

